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“Every act of love is a work of peace, no matter how small.”  This is a very fitting 
statement from Mother Theresa who was a model of a peacemaker for all of us.   
 
With Remembrance Day approaching this month, we ask everyone to reflect on the many 
ways we can become peacemakers within our daily lives.  In classrooms and on the 
playground, we will be highlighting what each one of us can do to become a good 
citizen.  Our motto “Caring and Sharing” and our “Safe and Caring School” initiative 
provide us with food for thought, and many resources to ensure that November’s theme 
of Peace and Tolerance is reflected within our school and through our Liturgy for 
Remembrance Day.  
 
This time of year provides our students and families the wonderful opportunity to pay 
tribute to the many who have given so much so that we may enjoy the freedom and 
choices we have today. We must always remember that peace has to first begin with us. 
In keeping to this we ensure that we are always responsible for our own actions.  Please 
join us on November 10th in the gym at Vanier at 10:50 a.m. as we remember those who 
made many sacrifices so that we may live in peace.  This year we remember our 
Canadian soldiers who are serving all over the world. 
 
Mrs. Betty Churchill                       Mrs. Dawn Melnyk 
Principal                                          Assistant Principal 
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Parents, when you are dropping off your children in the 
morning and picking them up in the afternoon, please DO 
NOT STOP in the middle of the parking lot. We need to 
ensure that there is a steady flow of traffic and the main 
roadway (56th St.) is clear at all times. The safety of the 
children is our #1 priority. 
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   School Theme 2009/2010       “Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies”  
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 We would like to remind parents to please phone the bus driver if your child will not be 

taking the bus. If it is late in the day, please let the secretary know, or tell one of the bus 
supervisors on duty. This is to ensure that the busses are moving in a timely and safe 
manner.  
 

 School Theme 2009/2010       “Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies” 
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The best way to stay warm and cozy? Cuddle up and read together! 
 
Now that the colder weather is upon us, the best way to keep warm is to snuggle up  
with your child and read some books together. Reading is one of the most beneficial 
activities you can engage in with your child: it nurtures the bond between you; it helps a 
child to understand that the printed word has meaning; it assists a child in absorbing 
information about the world and how it works; it helps a child see the connection 
between words and pictures; and, of course, it develops a child's listening skills. 
Discussing what is read while you are reading it or after will also boost comprehension. 
 
�  Find a warm cozy place where you and your child or children won't be disturbed.  
 
� Be sure to speak clearly. Use character voices or sound effects where appropriate.  
 
� Children need not be read everything on a page. Don’t forget to point to the pictures  
    throughout the book and talk about what they see. This is a great time to ask them 
    some questions about what might happen next. 
 
� Take turns and let your child read out loud to you. Be ready to help him or her sound  
    out words if necessary.  
 
� After you are done with the story, discuss it together. Ask your child what his or her  
    favorite parts were; ask why; try and get him or her to summarize the story for you.  

 
 
Before Reading 
 
~ Picture Walk 
 
~ Talk about the pictures 
 
~ Predict: What do you think will happen in the story? 
 
~ Introduce Characters: Names - Point them out in the text 
 
~ Discuss any new vocabulary 

 
After Reading 
 
~ Ask the 5 W’s: Who, What, Why, Where and When 
 
~ Retell story in own words 
 
Remember While You Are Reading 
 
~Read loudly and clearly 
 
~Listen to yourself read 
 
~Make links to your life 

 
~Pay attention to punctuation 

 

�	)
��!��	�*������ �� �
 

$������
��	���� ������"��+�"���
, � �
����������������������������*�������%		��*�������%		��*�������%		��*�������%		�� �

�
������������	�	
����
��
����� ����� �
�
���� �
����������		����	
���������
�������
����	��������
���
	�� �
����� �����	
� �
�
���������	
��������
��
����
����� �����
��������	
������	�
�
�
�������	�
��������� �����	��������
�����������������������������
���������� �
�
 ���!����"�
�������
�	�����
����� ���������	�	�����������
��
���������������� �
�
#���!����"�
���
����		�
���
����� ������������������������
� �
�������������� ? 
 
$��������	
����
����������� �
�
%���&����&������"����
�������'�	�	�	������(�����	��
���������������)�
�
*����!��	���	��+��
���"�
����
������ �	���
����
������������
�������
������
�������	��
�	
��
������������
�������	���������
��������
����
�
�,��!����"�
���+���
������
������	
���	�
+��
�
������+��		��	����	���
������'��������-��������
��������������
�
����.
����� ����������	
������� �
����������������
� �
�
����&�������	�
������+��
��
�����
������ �	����	�� ��
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        �	���-������  
 
Please ensure that your children are dressed appropriately for the weather conditions. 
Although it may warm up later in the day, the mornings can be cool. They should be 
coming to school with mittens, toques, warm jackets and the proper footwear. 
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ST. JOHN 
BOSCO 

We will once again be participating in this wonderful project 
that sends shoe boxes filled with items to children in need. 
Please consider taking a box and filling it for a child in one of 
these disadvantaged countries. The due date for filled boxes is 
November 13th. The cost of shipping is $7.00 per box. 
 

Did you know that more than half of Canadian children are not active enough for optimal 
growth and development???? Canada’s Physical Activity Guide for Children suggests that 
children should gradually increase the time currently spent on physical activity aiming for a 
goal of at least 90 minutes of daily physical activity. 
 
In P.E. classes the grade five and six students will take the Go Active Fitness Challenge.  
For more information go to www.fitnesschallenge.ca.  We will test twice this year to see if 
student’s fitness levels improve over the course of the school year. 
 
What can you do???? 
 
-Encourage your child to take part in activities around the house to keep them active: 
carrying the groceries, walking the dog, raking leaves, or shoveling snow. 
-Set limits on how much time they spend watching TV, playing video games, and surfing 
the Internet – no more than one hour is optimal. 
-Make quality sleep a priority, by establishing a reasonable bedtime so your child wakes up 
well-rested and energized for a new day. 
 
Remember that active parents have active kids. By creating a supportive environment, 
acting as a positive role model, and providing your child with a wide range of fitness 
choices, you can help your child develop good habits that will last a lifetime. 
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Thank you to Dianne Olivier at Timberjack Home Hardware for the donation of aprons for 
our special needs program. Your kindness is much appreciated �  
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Allergy Alert: No Nuts or 
Scented Products Please 
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�Nut Allergy:  In our school we have a few children with a severe allergy to peanuts and 
nuts (anaphylaxis).  This is a medical condition that causes a severe reaction to specific 
foods. Although this may or may not affect your child’s class directly, we want to inform 
you so that you may choose to send foods with your child to school that are free of peanuts 
or nut products.  Thank you for your cooperation and understanding regarding this matter. 
 
Scent Allergy:  We have a staff member who has a severe allergy to scents. Reaction to 
these scents may cause severe headaches, shortness of breath, dizziness, nausea, loss of 
concentration and the cumulative effect on the body may require hospitalization and a 
prolonged recovery time. 
 
The best way that we can help ensure the safety of our children and staff is to prevent 
sending any items that contain peanuts or peanut butter in our children’s lunches and 
snacks, and to refrain from wearing products such as Tag, Axe and perfumes, as they are 
the worse offenders. Thank you for your help with this very important matter. 
 

2����		, �
�The 2008/2009 school yearbooks have arrived. All previously purchased yearbooks were 

delivered on September 17th, 2009. If you paid for, but did not receive your copy, please let 
Mrs. Fogarty know as soon as possible. We have a few extra copies available at a cost of 
$12.00 each. If you would like to purchase a yearbook, please send payment to the office 
by October 30th, 2009. 
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�Thanks to all our ECS parents for the wonderful baking that made our Hot Dog and Bake 

Sale so successful.  Our next sale will be held on Friday, November 20th. 
 
The Fall Walk, IGA Trip and Science in a Crate went very well.  Thank you parents for all 
of your volunteer supervising. 
 
The Halloween parties were exciting!! Parents, thank you for all the goodies.  
November will be a busy month.  Watch for Parent Teacher Interview times.  We will 
begin practicing for the Christmas concert.  Our themes will be “All About Me”, 
“Community” and “Bears” ( Mrs. Pede ). 
                                                                                           Mrs. Pede              Mrs. Tarr 
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The Reconciliation Retreat will be held on Sunday, November 23rd from 1:00 p.m. to  
4:00 p.m. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on the following Sunday, 
November 29th at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Please phone Aline at the Parish Office (780-723-3661) to register your child, pick up the 
Reconciliation Workbook and give your name if you are willing to help with the preparation 
for this special day.  
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Greetings Parents,  
 
On October 30th the teaching 
staff of Vanier Community 
Catholic School attended a 
professional development 
opportunity which presented the 
second of the Nine High Yield 
Instructional Strategies being 
investigated this school year. 
This strategy is Summarizing 
and Note Taking...  
 
When students are engaged in 
this strategy, the following 
elements are present: 
 
- students analyze information at  
  a deep level  
- students understand various  
  structures of information 
- students synthesize information 
- students review and revise  
  notes  
 
The more notes taken the better 
they should be considered a 
work in progress. 
 
Staff then met in grade 
groupings. They planned a 
lesson together using this 
strategy to enhance their 
teaching in our focus area, 
Social Studies. The day was 
enjoyed by all. 
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Math Mastery Cyber Challenge:  

www.mathmastery.com/cyberchallenge/ 
 

The Grammar Gorillas: 
www.funbrain.com/grammar/index.html 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grades three and six students attending Vanier Community Catholic School excelled this 
week in provincial achievement test results released by Minister of Education, Dave 
Hancock.  
 
In grade 3 English Language Arts 94.3% of the students achieved the acceptable 
standard; where as only 81.3% of students in the province were able to accomplish this 
feat. In grade 6, 89.1% of students were successful in achieving the acceptable standard 
in both Language Arts and Mathematics compared to only 75.8% provincially in Math 
and 81.8% in Language Arts. Superintendent Carol Lemay says in celebration that, “This 
marks the fifth consecutive year of outstanding results for the Vanier students.” 

 
Grade 3 students achieved almost perfect success in Math as well with 98.1% compared 
to 79.2% for the province; Vanier students really shone by scoring 41.5% standard of 
excellence in Math, compared to 27.2% by their provincial counterparts.   

 
Vanier staff and students are proud of their success and are particularly pleased with the 
high number of students who achieved not just the acceptable standard, but went on to 
reach the standard of excellence for the province. Vanier’s grade 6 students achieved the 
standard of excellence at a higher level when compared to their provincial counterparts: 
in English 26.1% compared to 18.9%, in Math 39.1% compared to 16.5%, and in Science 
the grade sixes surpassed the province at a rate of 52.2% to 25.2%. These outstanding 
children doubled the provincial rate in the area of Science. 

 
Lemay goes on to say,” the success across the curriculum at Vanier Community Catholic 
School is an excellent model for other schools and certainly makes Vanier one of the top 
schools in the province.”  She believes the results are evidence of the work teachers and 
administrators are doing to build a Catholic culture of excellence at Vanier Community 
Catholic School. 
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Professional cartoonist Ralph Hagen will return to Vanier for a 4 day residency from 
November 2nd to November 6th. He will work with the grade 4, 5 and 6 classes, helping 
them create their own cartoon character and develop a panel. 

 
Ralph’s cartoon “The Barn” was syndicated last fall, and the publication numbers are 
constantly growing. See some of Ralph’s work @ http://www.hagenstoons.com. 
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The winners for October were Sidney Cusack grade 1SK and Morgan MacEachern in 
grade 5H. Congratulations! 
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The Vanier Computer Club members recently completed their Halloween Power Point 
presentations. The students really enjoyed this project and had a great time creating their 
slideshows, while learning all about the Microsoft Power Point Program.   
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION  
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY  
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Hello Parents and Guardians!! 
 
We would like to extend a great big THANK YOU  to all of the families that came out in 
support of our first Family BBQ and Dance!  It was a great success and fun was had by all.  
There are also many "thank you's" for everyone that helped that day. 
 
Set-up and Prep – Cheryl Fogarty, Betty Churchill, Dawn Melnyk, Rhiannan Churchill, Reem 
Saraya, Joanne Costall, Kevlyn Paschak, James Paschak, Sydney Fogarty, Alex Melnyk, Justin 
Paschak, Sean Fogarty and Ashton Melnyk. 
 
Kitchen – Stacy Gole, Twila Arndt, Josephine Bunz-Clark, Bobbi-Dawn Drader, Pam Quast, 
James Paschak, Kevlyn Paschak, Isaac Harder, Joshua Gole, and Justin Paschak 
 
Thank you to Steve Melnyk for getting extra supplies for us that night! 
 
A HUGE thank you to Cheryl Fogarty for the great music!!  It was a great selection and kept 
everyone moving.  Without the music, there is no dance! 
 
We would also like to thank everyone that helped clean up after the dance.  We know there 
were many and we do appreciate all of your help. 
 
We are all volunteers and each time we try something new there will always be glitches.  It 
was a learning experience and we appreciate everyone’s support and understanding.  With 
great positive feed back watch for another FAMILY DANCE at VANIER in the upcoming 
months!! 
 
Gift Catalogue Fundraiser 
 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  
We are overwhelmed with the support for the gift catalogue fundraiser.  It has been beyond our 
expectations and we owe a big thank you to everyone who made a purchase!  The monies 
raised through our fundraising events help to off-set the costs for curriculum-based field trips 
(as transportation costs are very high), in-house presentations and speakers to the school for 
the students.  All money raised is returned back to the students in some form. 
 
The product orders are estimated to be delivered the week of November 23, 2009.  We will 
inform you when orders are here to be picked up. 
 
Thanks again for your support! 
 
Up Coming Event 
 
Our next event will be our Christmas Concert, December 9th and 10th.  We always have a 
Christmas raffle.  If you wish to donate something please send it to the office tagged with your 
students name and theme.   
Here are the themes for each grade:  
 
Kindergarten     Sweet tooth/Coffee Break 
Grade one          Mom 
Grade two          Pasta/ Cooking 
Grade three        Christmas 
Grade four          Kids 
Grade five          Family 
Grade six           Dad 
 
Last but not least Thank You to all you parents and students for jumping in and lending a 
hand when needed, it truly is appreciated!!! 
  
Parent Advisory Council 
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The theme of this year’s concert is “This is Christmas”. Once again, to 
accommodate our audience and to give all students a chance to shine under the 
bright lights, we will have two nights. The programs will be very similar, but 
different classes will perform. For those unable to attend the evening performance, 
watching the dress rehearsal is another possibility. The concerts will begin at 7:00 
p.m.; students are asked to be in their classrooms by 6:40 p.m. The Vocal Choir will 
perform on both nights with the Grade 5 Hand Bell Choirs set to perform on 
December 10th and the Grade 6 Hand Bell Choir on December 9th. Choir students 
are asked to be at school by 6:30 p.m. More details to follow from individual 
homerooms and in the December Newsletter.  
 
Parent volunteers are needed for the concerts. If you are able to help for an 
afternoon dress rehearsal and evening performance, please let Miss Wilock know. 
 
Wednesday, December 9th (1:00 p.m. dress rehearsal, 7:00 p.m. performance):  
K1T, K2T, 1P, 2K, 2V, 3B, 3M, 4G, 5B, and 6M 
 
Thursday, December 10th (1:00 p.m. dress rehearsal, 7:00 p.m. performance):  
KP, 1K, 1SK, 2D, 3C, 4H, 4/5M, 5H, 6W/T 
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Child’s Name:______________________________   Parent’s Signature__________________________ 
 
 
Child’s Name:______________________________   Parent’s Signature__________________________ 
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Good Morning God, today is another new day! 

 
We ask you, through our Mother, Mary, to guide us every step of the way. 

 
When we laugh and cry, when we work and play, too, 

 
When we’re with family and friends, 

 
May we bring glory to You! 

 
Let your light surround our Vanier community, 

 
Bless all staff, students, and parents 

 
To be the best that we can be! 

 
Amen 
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