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“No one who achieves success does so without the help of others. The wise and 
confident acknowledge this help with gratitude.” 

 
Alfred North Whitehead 

 
October is the month of Thanksgiving. It gives us the opportunity to thank some very 
important people in our lives. We are thankful for our enthusiastic students, our dedicated 
staff, and supportive parents. We would like to extend our appreciation to all of our 
volunteers who came out to help with the Terry Fox School Run on September 24th. Our 
school has raised $5,776.60 to help the fight against cancer. Thanks to the grandmothers, 
grandfathers, moms, dads, and siblings who came out to run and walk with us, and to 
support this very worthy cause.  A special thank you to our Parent Advisory Council, and 
all those who assisted with the family barbecue, and School Picture Day on September 
28th, your help is always appreciated.  Father Andrew, we thank you for always taking 
your valuable time to come and celebrate God’s word with us. Your presence makes our 
liturgical celebrations even more special.  
 
October is especially significant to Vanier, as we celebrate Vanier Week. Come and join 
us as we showcase Vanier and the skills and talents of our wonderful students during the 
week of October 13th -16th.  We are also having our annual Book Fair on October 14th, 
15th, and 16th. Please have a look at our enclosed calendar of events. 
 
To the whole Vanier community, which has always come together in the spirit of caring 
and sharing, we thank you. May you and your family have a blessed Thanksgiving Day. 
 
 
Mrs. Betty Churchill                       Mrs. Dawn Melnyk 
Principal                                          Assistant Principal 
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October is stacking up to be a very busy month. All kindergarten classes will be visiting 
the Edson Public Library and the IGA, as well as going outside for our Fall Walk. We 
hope to see many parents accompany us. 
 
October 16th will be our first Hot Dog and Bake Sale. All kindergarten classes will be 
baking for this one. Please bring or send 15 individually wrapped treats. No peanuts 
please!! 
 
A very special thanks to all parents who have volunteered their time for our Summer 
Walk. There will be many more special walks to come. 
 
                                                                                           Mrs. Pede              Mrs. Tarr 
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 School Theme 2009/2010       “Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies” 



  
 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research shows that parental involvement in developing their children's love of 
literature is critical to raising lifelong readers. As family schedules are reorganized with 
the beginning of another school year, now is a great time for kids and parents to be sure 
they incorporate reading into their daily routines. 
 
Below are some fun and practical ways to make reading fun this Fall.  

     1. Set aside a special "story time." Story time doesn't have to be long -- quality is what's  
         important here -- but try to make it a regular treat. 

     2. Choose books that you'll enjoy reading. If you don't like it, it will show. 

     3. Keep in mind when choosing books that children often listen on a higher level than they  
         read. Don't assume that a first-grader might not enjoy hearing a story written for a fourth- 
         grade reading level. 

     4. Always announce the title and author of the book you're going to read.  

     5. Picture the story that you're reading. See the scenes in your mind, even when there are no 
         illustrations. It will help your storytelling be more vivid. 

     6. Use variety when you read. Different gestures, tones, and volumes all add to the storytelling    
         experience for both you and your child. 

     7. Many children enjoy "repeat readings." If yours has a favorite, you can make the experience  
        more interactive. 

     8. Encourage your child to turn the pages, or if he feels comfortable, to read passages he  
         knows. Both of you can embellish upon a story with sound effects, additional dialogue, and  
         gestures. 

     9. Read slowly, and feel free to ask and answer related questions as you go. Point out and discuss  
         illustrations or photographs. Ask your child, "What do you think is going to happen next?" 

    10. Think of related activities, such as cooking or an art project, that fit with your particular  
          story. Activities that involve reading a recipe or instructions continue to reinforce the value of  
          literacy skills. 

    11. Be patient but firm with your child during story time. Allow young children or reluctant  
          readers to draw or doodle while you read. Maybe they can even illustrate the story! 

    12. Talk to your child's teacher or visit your local library for suggestions from the children's  
          and young adult librarians. There are a variety of book lists available, and they may even  
          have information on what works best for reading aloud. 

    It's important to emphasize that reading is a pleasurable activity. Just 15 minutes of fun  
    spent with a story each day has benefits for the whole family that can last a lifetime. 
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Vanier students, staff and parents took part in the Terry Fox Run on September 24th. 
The money raised from our barbecue will be donated to the Terry Fox’s Legacy for 
cancer research. If you would like to make a donation to the Terry Fox Foundation you 
may do so online. Simply go to www.terryfoxrun.org and follow the links provided. The 
Foundation will issue receipts for donations made over $20.00 for tax purposes. If you 
choose to make your donation online, the Foundation will email you a tax receipt within 
minutes. Terry Fox T-shirts for Sale $15.00 – All sizes still available at the Office. 
 
Thank you to all parents, grandparents and siblings who came out to join us in supporting this wonderful event. 
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October 5th to October 9th is “International Walk to School Week” and I will be watching 
to see how active our Vanier Community is during this week.  
 
International Walk to School is more than just getting together with children and going for 
a walk to school as a special event. This is certainly important, but the event's greater aim is 
to bring forth permanent change in communities across the globe.  
 
Below are just a few of its goals:  
 
 Encourage physical activity by teaching children the skills to walk safely, how to identify 

safe routes to school, and the benefits of walking  
 
 Raise awareness of how walkable a community is and where improvements can be made 

 
 Raise concern for the environment  

 
 Reduce crime and take back neighborhoods for people on foot 

 
 Reduce traffic congestion, pollution, and speed near schools 

 
 Share valuable time with local community leaders, parents, and children 

 
On September 23rd, Vanier participated in a cross country run. It was a great success with 
over 80 participants from Vanier. A big thanks goes out to Mr. McAndrews and all of his 
helpers at Holy Redeemer for putting on this excellent event. 
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�Nut Allergy:  In our school we have a few children with a severe allergy to peanuts and 

nuts (anaphylaxis).  This is a medical condition that causes a severe reaction to specific 
foods. Although this may or may not affect your child’s class directly, we want to inform 
you so that you may choose to send foods with your child to school that are free of peanuts 
or nut products.  Thank you for your cooperation and understanding regarding this matter. 
 
Scent Allergy:  We have a staff member who has a severe allergy to scents. Reaction to 
these scents may cause severe headaches, shortness of breath, dizziness, nausea, loss of 
concentration and the cumulative effect on the body may require hospitalization and a 
prolonged recovery time. 
 
The best way that we can help ensure the safety of our children and staff is to prevent 
sending any items that contain peanuts or peanut butter in our children’s lunches and 
snacks, and to refrain from wearing products such as Tag, Axe and perfumes, as they are 
the worse offenders. Thank you for your help with this very important matter. 
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�Thank you to Patricia Olchowy, Melanie Murdoch, Twila Arndt, Kaela MacEachern 

and Deanna McClintock for helping us on picture day. It was much appreciated!! 
 4����		+ �
�The 2008/2009 school yearbooks have arrived. All previously purchased yearbooks were 
delivered on September 17th, 2009. If you paid for, but did not receive your copy, please let 
Mrs. Fogarty know as soon as possible. We have a few extra copies available at a cost of 
$12.00 each. If you would like to purchase a yearbook, please send payment to the office 
by October 30th, 2009. 
 .		+�$��� �
�The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Vanier on October 14, 15 and 16 (8:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.) and we’re hoping to see you there! This great reading event is one of the most 
exciting times at the school! At a Book Fair you can buy the latest and best books for 
children which have been carefully selected and reviewed by Reading Specialists. Students 
visit the Fair with their class, and parents, relatives and friends are welcome to attend at any 
time! A note will go home with your child with more information. We can’t have a Book 
Fair without volunteers, so please contact Maureen Harapiak as soon as possible at the 
school (780-723-6612) if you are able to spend some time helping at this event!  
See you at the Fair!. 
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The Reconciliation Retreat will be held on Sunday, November 23rd from 1:00 p.m. to  
4:00 p.m. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on the following Sunday, 
November 29th at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Please phone Aline at the Parish Office (780-723-3661) to register your child, pick up the 
Reconciliation Workbook and give your name if you are willing to help with the preparation 
for this special day.  
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Greetings Parents, 
 
On September 18th the teaching 
staff of Vanier Community 
Catholic School attended a 
professional development 
opportunity which presented the 
first and most high yielding of 
the Nine High Yield 
Instructional Strategies being 
investigated this school year. 
This strategy is Identifying 
Similarities and Differences.  
 
When students are engaged in 
this strategy, the following 
elements are present: 
 
- Students are given explicit    
  guidelines 
 
- Students use graphic organizers 
 
- Students make use of both  
   teacher directed and student 
   directed learning 
 
- Students use metaphors and  
   analogies to identify   
   similarities and differences 
 
When students independently 
identify similarities and 
differences, their understanding 
of and ability to use knowledge 
is enhanced and divergent. 
 
Staff then met in grade 
groupings and planned a lesson 
together using this strategy to 
enhance their teaching in our 
focus area, Social Studies. The 
day was enjoyed by all. 
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Hello Everyone!!  We would like to start by thanking everyone who volunteered 
and helped with the BBQ lunch for our Terry Fox Run!!  We had an awesome 
turnout and were able to raise $271.00 for the Terry Fox Foundation.   

We would also like to thank the parent volunteers who made our Picture Day run 
so smoothly!! A big thank you goes out to Kaela MacEachern, Twila Arndt, 
Melanie Murdoch, Deanna McClintock and Patricial Olchowy for all of their 
help. 
 
We would also like to thank all of our wonderful volunteers who helped to make 
our Terry Fox Barbecue such a success. Thank you to Gemma Christie, Kevlyn 
Paschak, Twila Arndt, Mel Murdoch, Bobbi-Dawn Drader, Angela Zaporosky, 
Stacy Gole, Deon Eichhorn, Deanna McClintock, Janet Murry, Josephine Bunz-
Clark, Carla Jo Leslie, Joanne Costall, Alyssa Kazarian, Sherrie Radics and  
Kim Charles. 

A very special thank you to Sergeant Wittig, and Constables Desautels and 
Lavallee for barbequing our hamburgers!! Your presence and help was greatly 
appreciated. 

Our next scheduled event will be our Family Dance, which will kick off with a 
BBQ.  The event will take place on October 16th, with the BBQ taking place from 
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm and a dance to follow from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. We will be 
sending home a pre-order form with the students for the BBQ. Please kook for the 
pre-order form in your child’s agenda on October 13th and get your orders in 
early. We look forward to seeing everyone!!! 

Our new fundraiser, the Holiday Gift Catalogue entitled “Let the Good Times 
Snowball” was sent home recently with our students. We are hoping that the sales 
go well, as we are hoping to raise enough money to help bring in and send our 
students on some fantastic curriculum based field trips. Our next and final 
fundraiser will be our Christmas Raffle. 

Our next Parent Council Meeting will be held on October 14th at 7:00 pm in the 
school staff room and we invite you to join us.  

Thank you! 

The PAC 
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ST. JOHN 
BOSCO 

 

SEARCH ENGINES FOR 
KIDS 
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Terry Fox T-shirts are still  

for sale at a cost of  
$15.00  

All sizes are available    
at the Office  

723-6612 
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Child’s Name:_________________________________________     Parent’s Signature______________________________________ 
 
Child’s Name:_________________________________________     Parent’s Signature______________________________________ 


