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June has crept upon us again, and what a wonderful year it has been.  This being the last official 
newsletter of the 2009/2010 school year, we would like to send out a huge thank you to all of our 
parents and guardians for your active involvement in the school life of your children.  These 
children are truly blessed to have you in their lives, and so are we. Your level of support and 
commitment has been exemplary, and we appreciate the pride you take in your children and our 
fantastic school.  The students and staff of Vanier send out a huge hug to all of you.  We would 
also like to extend thanks to our outgoing PAC members Joanne Costall, Kevlyn Paschak, and 
Deanna McClintock. We thank you for you time, hard work and constant commitment to the staff 
and students of Vanier Community Catholic School. We appreciate your dedication. 

In assessing the growth and change that has occurred in our school this year, we are confident that 
through our continued hard work and support of each other, Vanier will remain a vibrant learning 
environment for our students. This school year Vanier Community Catholic School attained an 
overall ranking of “Excellent” in all areas measured by Alberta Education through the 
Accountability Pillars Survey. We are very proud of our success! The Accountability Pillar 
Surveys are available on our school website. Simply click School Documents and find the link to 
School Information. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all Dads a Happy Father’s Day on Sunday, June 
21st.  On behalf of your children, we dedicate this poem to all of you. 

A Dad is a person  
who is loving and kind,  

And often he knows  
what you have on your mind.  

He's someone who listens,  
suggests, and defends ~ 

A dad can be one  
of your very best friends!  

He's proud of your triumphs,  
but when things go wrong,  

A dad can be patient  
and helpful and strong.  

In all that you do,  
a dad's love plays a part ~  

There's always a place for him  
deep in your heart.  

Happy Father's Day  

"It is a wise father that knows his own child." 
~~By William Shakespeare~~ 

                                                        All the Best,  

Betty Churchill & Dawn Melnyk 
            Vanier Admin Team                 
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            Summer Reading: Ways to Prevent the Summer Slide 
 
     The long hot days of summer provide lots of time to read. It's also a time to make sure 
     kids don't fall behind. Many children, especially struggling readers, forget some of  
     what they've learned or slip out of practice during the summer months. Try these  
     strategies to help your reader improve her reading during the summer and beyond. 

                                            
 
                                  Six Books to Summer Success 

     Research shows that reading just six books during the summer may keep a struggling  
     reader from regressing. When choosing the six, be sure that they are just right – not  
     too hard and not too easy.  Take advantage of the Edson Public Library. Ask for help  
     selecting books that match your child's age, interests, and abilities. The library has  
     leveled books that are similar to the ones used in our Kindergarten to Grade 3 classes.  
     The library is offering two exciting reading programs this summer. One of the  
     programs offered is called “Destination Jungle”. This program is for students ages 4 to 
     10 and will incorporate literacy based games, crafts and activities and will take place  
     at the library on Thursday’s @ 10:30 am. The second program offered is the Summer  
     Reading Buddies Program. This program will run on Monday, Wednesday and  
     Friday’s starting @ 10:30 am. Please call the library @ 780-723-6691 for more  
     information and to register your child for these fantastic programs.  Keep in mind that  
     the Edson Public Library offers free library cards to all school aged children. 
 
                              Read Something Everyday 
 
     Encourage your child to take advantage of every opportunity to read. Find them  
     throughout the day: 

Morning: The newspaper – even if it is just the comics or today's weather. 

Daytime: Schedules, TV guides, magazines, online resources, etc. For  
example, if your daughter likes the food channel, help her look for a recipe  
on the network's Web site – then cook it together for more reading practice.  

Evening: End the day by having your child read to you from the book he is 
currently reading (one of the six books, above). Have him rehearse a 
paragraph, page, or chapter before reading to you. Rereading will help him  
be more fluent – able to read at an appropriate speed, correctly, and with nice 
expression. Everyone likes to snuggle up at the end of the day for a bedtime 
story. 
 
                           Keep Reading Aloud 

     Reading aloud benefits all children and teens, especially those  
     who struggle. One benefit is that you can read books your child  
     can't, so they will build listening comprehension skills with grade 
     level and above books. This will increase your child’s knowledge  
     and expand their experience with text, so that they will do better  
     when reading books on their own.�
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You are invited to the Nursing Home on Thursday, 
July 22nd from 9:30 to 11:00. Please bring one 
show and tell item to share with the residents. We 
will probably play beach volleyball, play Baba 
Bingo, or do a craft.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Mrs. Pede hopes to see lots of her class 
there and some of her former students.  Thank you 
to those of you who are able to attend and bring a 
smile to the faces of our Grandmas and Grandpas 
that are hospital bound. 
 
 
 
Grades 4H, 4G and 4/5M will be traveling back in 
time to bring their study of Alberta’s past to life!!  
On June 2nd our students will be going to Fort 
Edmonton Park to spend the day learning first hand 
about the history of the Fort and the early 
settlement of Alberta!!  Have a wonderful 
journey�  

The 2009/2010 Vanier Community Catholic School 
yearbook will cover the highlights of the school 
year with photos of academic accomplishments, 
class activities, special events and class pictures. It 
is a great way to cherish the memories that have 
been created during this school year.   

The cost of the yearbook will once again be $12.00 
for a 32 page, black and white soft cover book. We 
have pre-ordered 100 books this year. They will be 
made available for purchase upon their arrival 
in September of 2010. An order form will be 
sent home with your son/daughter in September. 

Elections were held recently for the Parent 
Advisory Council positions for the 2010/2011 
school year. These positions are currently available 
for Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary. If you are 
interested in applying for any of these positions 
please see Mrs. Churchill or Mrs. Melnyk. 
Returning to our P.A.C. are: Stacy Gole-Secretary,  
Bobbi-Dawn Drader-Voting Parent, Melanie 
Murdoch-Voting Parent, Josephine Bunz-Clark-
Voting Parent. Congratulations on your positions. 
We look forward to working with you all again in 
the new school year. 
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Fun Foot Facts 

 
Here are some fun facts 

about walking: 
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Did you know?�
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Walking is one of the easiest and least expensive ways to stay physically fit. It's also a versatile 
form of exercise, that can be done indoors or outdoors, and you can tailor the intensity of your 
exercise based upon your individual abilities and goals. Whether you'd like to begin walking for 
exercise or if you're already established in the habit, these tips can help you get the most from 
your workout. 

Before starting a walking program, check with your doctor.  

Invest in good shoes. Since these are the only expense and equipment you'll need, pay attention 
to the fit and quality of your shoes. Shoes should have good arch support and a slightly elevated 
heel with stiff material to support the heel when walking and prevent wobbling.  
 
Always warm up by walking at a slow or normal walking pace for five minutes before picking 
up the tempo of your workout.  
 
Pay attention to your heart rate and breathing. Walk at a pace that challenges you and elevates 
your heart rate, but don't overdo it! You should be able to talk and carry on a conversation while 
you are exercising; if you can't, you may be working too hard.  
 
Use good walking posture. Maintain the following posture when exercise walking: Swing your 
arms. Keep your head up, back straight and abdomen flat. Point your toes straight ahead. Take 
long strides, but don't strain.  
 
Consider getting a pedometer to track the distance you've walked or the number of steps you've 
taken. Watching your improvement over time is a terrific source of motivation.  
 
Be sure to carry water if you're walking long distances or are exercising in hot weather.  
 
Wear a hat with a brim and to apply sunscreen to exposed areas if walking on a sunny day.  
 
Vary your route if you're getting bored. To increase your fitness, add a route with some hills or 
changes in terrain.  
 
Keep your workout interesting. Try walking with a buddy or in groups for support and 
motivation.  

                     Bike / Walk to School Competition – May 25 to June 4 
 
 
    The Edson & District Recycling Society (EDRS) has organized the 5th annual    
     primary school competition to promote Environment Week.  Students ride their bike  
     or walk to school instead of being driven and there are also activities for children who  
     are bussed to school to participate during non school hours. 
 
     The school with the highest rate of participation will win a pizza party for the entire  
     school and all other schools will win an ice cream party.   There will also be a draw  
     for a bike and helmet for EACH participating school.  These prizes are made  
     possible by the financial support of EnCana and the EDRS. 
 
     When we choose to walk or bike instead of driving our cars, we contribute greatly to  
     a reduction in car emissions and our effect on the land, air and water.  Physical  
     activity is also an important habit to foster and we hope this competition will boost  
     the health of both the students and the environment.     
 
     We want to encourage students, staff and parents to ride or walk as much as  
     possible during the two week competition while observing all safety rules. 
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 School Theme 2009/2010       “Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies” 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

'3-3-.3'I�
���
������
���
����
+����

��%
������

	������������	
�����

  
 

 
Good Luck  

Holy Redeemer Grads!! 
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�As the weather gets warmer, parents 
please send an extra pair of pants, socks, 
etc. with your child.  Puddles attract 
kids!  
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� Parents are asked to come in 

and look through the lost and 
found box for items their 
children may be missing.  
Any unclaimed items will be 
sent to the Thrift Shop at the 
end of June. 
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The last day of school is Tuesday, June 29th.  Report cards go home this day too! 
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Holy Redeemer Grad – Thank you to Sydney Fogarty, Emma Graham, Angelica 
Handford, Tegan Lynch, Sydney McClintock, Josie Sorensen and Karly Williams who 
sang and drummed with Miss Wilock at the Holy Redeemer Graduation Ceremonies on 
May 30th. You sounded wonderful! Thank you for sharing your talent and your time. 
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� Family and friends are invited to gather at Sacred Heart Church on Thursday, June 24th to 

recognize our Grade 6 classes as they leave Vanier and move on to Grade 7. The Grade 6 
classes will walk to the Church, arriving there for 10:00 a.m. Our time at the Church will be 
about 45 minutes; students will share memories of their time at Vanier, listen to a brief 
message from each of their teachers, and receive a memento from the school. Afterwards, 
the Grade 6’s will be served lunch by the Grade 5’s. Finally, a dance will be held for the  
5’s and 6’s. The Grade 6 Farewell is a fitting way to celebrate and send off these special 
students. 
 
Grade 6’s, we wish you all the best next year and look forward to hearing of your successes 
in your new schools. Know that although you will no longer be in our classrooms, you will 
be in our thoughts and prayers. 
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FUNBRAIN:  All kinds of fun educational activities sure to keep kids playing and 
reinforcing basic skills @ www.funbrain.com 
 
WACKY WEB TALES: An online version of MadLibs. A great way to practice parts of 
speech! @ http://www.eduplace.com/tales/ 
 
BRAIN BOOSTERS: Browse through categorized archives of challenging Brain 
Boosters.  http://school.discovery.com/brainboosters/index.html 

 
MATH: Amusement Park of Math. Check our games on fractions, lemonade, arithmetic, 
probability @ http://www.coolmath4kids.com/ 
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ST. JOHN 
BOSCO 

PRAY FOR US 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROVINCIAL ACHIEVEMENT TEST SCHEDULE (P.A.T.)  
 

 
 

·  Monday, June 14 – Grade 6, Mathematics Part A ~ 9:00 to 9:40 

·  Tuesday, June 15 – Grade 3, English Language Arts Part B ~ 9:00 to 10:00 
Tuesday, June 15 – Grade 6, Social Studies ~ 9:00 to 10:30 

·  Wednesday, June 16 – Grade 6, English Language Arts Part B ~ 9:00 - 10:00  

·  Thursday, June 17 –Grade 3, Mathematics ~ 9:00 - 10:00 
Thursday, June 17 – Grade 6 Mathematics Part B ~ 9:00 - 10:00 

·  Friday, June 18 - Grade 6, Science ~ 9:00 – 10:00  
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The activities just keep on coming.  June is another active month.  We hope our parents 
can join us for the action!  Swimming, field trips, sailing, ….what no sailing? 
 
Our third annual Poetry and Talent Show will be held at the Red Brick Theatre.  It is a 
part of our Kindergarten wind-up with all three classes attending.  Mark Thursday, June 
17th on your calendars.  More details to follow in your classroom newsletter. 
 
It has been a great year!  We are proud of our student’s progress and hard work.  We 
extend a special thank you to our parents for their support and participation in our 
programs. 
 
Janet Murry -   Wand Maker 
Alissa Kazarian – Play dough Maker 
Deon Eichhorn – Bake Sale Coordinator 
Charmaine Laurin and Jamie Squire – Phoning Committee 
Allison Roth and Nicole Obst – PAC Members 
 
Full Day Program 
Parent Helper Coordinator – Angela Zaporosky 
Phoning – Monica Sorensen 
Hot Lunch and Bake Sale Coordinator – Tracey Ulrich 
Play Dough Maker – Heidi Isherwood 
PAC Reps – Deanna Kibblewhite, Andrea Kathrein, Saundra Schwitz 
 
Wishing you all a fabulous summer!! 
                                                                                           Mrs. Pede              Mrs. Tarr 
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WOW!  Where did the school year go?  I can’t believe the school year is coming to a close.  The PAC 
would like to thank the parents, grandparents, and guardians for all their help throughout the 2009-10 
school year.  Of course, the baking that was donated this year was enjoyed by all and it made the hot 
lunch sales a true success.  Thank you also to all those individuals and companies who made donations 
to our school throughout the year towards field trips and other special events for our students.  Your 
generosity is always greatly appreciated!  Track and Field Day is June 23, and PAC will be hosting a 
BBQ lunch and concession. We need the help of our parents with the BBQ, concession and a watering 
hole which will also provide extra sunscreen.  

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our 20010/2011 Parent Advisory council. We 
are still looking for interested parents to take a lead role on the executive committee. As it stands we 
have open seats for a Chair, Vice-Chair, and Treasurer. If you are interested in any of these positions, 
please contact Mrs. Churchill or Mrs. Melnyk. Our PAC is always excited and ready to work together 
to help the students and teachers have a wonderful year! 

All parents are reminded that you are truly welcome to each meeting and your input and attendance is 
greatly appreciated. The 2010/2011 meetings are scheduled for the second Wednesday of each Month 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Thank you to all students for making it such a wonderful year.  Good luck to the grade six students 
moving on to Holy Redeemer, your smiling faces and terrific help will be missed. Thank you to the 
Administration, teachers and staff for helping with all activities associated with PAC. We hope that 
each and every one of you has a safe and fun summer. 

Vanier Parent Advisory Council   

 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU  
to our Parent Advisory Council 

for our beautiful new school 
sign. The PAC was able to raise 

money to purchase the sign 
through various fundraisers, 
such as the Family BBQ and 

Dance, Holiday Gift Catalogue 
Fundraiser, Christmas Raffle 
Baskets, and Hot Lunch/Bake 
Sales. Fundraising also helped 

support our students and 
teachers, covering the cost of 
several curriculum based field 

trips during the 2009/2010 
school year. 

  Grade 4G Train Trip to Jasper Family BBQ and Dance 



June 2010   

      We look forward to seeing you all on the firs t day of school ~ September 2nd, 2010 :)  
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WISHING EVERYONE A SAFE, HAPPY SUMMER HOLIDAY! 


