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Family Literacy Night
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This shiny bright new year we wish you ~ One, winosgsage guides our lives,
One who brings Faith on the wings of a dove, One laings Peace, Joy and Love,
We wish you Jesus this coming new year!

As we begin the New Year, we would like to wish éamilies at Vanier Community
Catholic School all the Peace, Love and Joy tha02fromises.

Traditionally, this is a time when we look backtte events of the year behind us and
reflect on how these events have impacted our.livesCatholics we are called to live
out our faith, model fairness and respect, ancetegvere with our personal and
communal beliefs. The New Year is the best timeetew these commitments.

We would like to thank all of our families for paipating in our Advent and Christmas
festivities during the month of Decembéai/e are always truly amazed at the suppor
many helping hands that make the season so spétiahk you to all who assisted with
Operation Christmas Child, Kinette Hampers, ChrestrRaffle, and our wonderful
themed Christmas Concerts, “This Is Christmas”esehevents kicked off the Christmas
season at Vanier.

Thank you as well Vanier students, staff, and pamgembers who participated in the
pageant at Sacred Heart Church on Christmas Evat #Wivonderful way to anticipate
and celebrate the birth of Jesus as a Catholic corityn

We hope that we can continue to work together enatbst interest of the children in our
care.

On behalf of the Vanier Staff, we wish you a newrythat fills your hearts with hope
and joy of the possibilities that await us.

Mrs. Churchill
Principal

Mrs. Melnyk
Assistamiripal

A special thanks to all our parents who suppliedtésty snacks for our parties. A good
time was enjoyed by all!

Our next bake/pizza sale is Friday, Januaf@z TBES, we can bakeso K1T and K2T ar
on to supply 24 wrapped items for the sale.

K1T and K2T are going on a Public Library fieldotto promote literacy. Details to
follow in your newsletters. As well all classeamlon a winter walk. Please make sure
the children are dressed appropriately.

“Happy New Year Everyone!”
Mrs. Pede

“Healthy Minds, Healy Bodies”

Mrs. Tarr

School Theme 2009/2010



You are invited to
Vanier's Family Jammin’
Jammy Reading Party
for our
Grades 1-3 students on
Tuesday, January 26
from 6:00 pm — 7:30 pm
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Parents play a critical role in helping their chéid develop not only the ability to read,
but also an enjoyment of reading. The benefits¢hédiren can gain from listening to
and reading with their parents can be insurmouatakdcording to the Association for
Library Services to Children "One key to childreréading success is making their
reading experience entertaining, relaxing, andyatjte.”" Here are a few ways to make
reading fun.

Make Reading Fun:Reading aloud can be a lot of fun, not just forepés but for all
family members. Here are some ways to get the owdsdf reading to your young
child:

Give them a head start. Gently nudge your kid up¢onext reading level and

read the first few chapters of a book alouddbher hooked.

When reading, use different voices for differerarettters in the story.

Re-read your child’s favorite stories as many timegour child wants to

hear them, and choose books and authors thatchdd enjoys.

Read stories that have repetitive parts and engewraur child to

joinin.

Point to words as you read them. This will helprychild make a

connection between the words he or she hearsgpand the words on

the page.

Read all kinds of material — stories, poems, infaion books, magazine

and newspaper articles, and comics.

Take your child to the public library and look atois that will appeal to

them. The Edson Public Library has a greatsele of leveled books. They

offer free library cords to children 12 and and

1. Cuddle up and read Quiet times 1. Keep reading with your child.
together are opportunities to bond and Kids are never too old to be read to
read. Put some excitement into — or let your kids read to you.
your voice. Encourage your child to
read every other page. As you go, 2. Tap into interests and hobbies.
explain any new words or ideas. Kids are more likely to read topics
they find really interesting, like sports
2. Be a reading role modelWhen or crafts. Don’t worry if it's a comic
your kids see you reading, they will book, magazine or an illustrated novel.
want to imitate you. It won't be long All reading is good, and tastes will
until they learn that reading is fun, change as they get older.
interesting, and a “grown up” thing to
do. 3. Read some of the same books
as your child. Ask your librarian or
3. Public libraries today are worldsto child’s teacher for suggestions. You

explore. Your library has great resources can have great conversations about
and terrific in-house programs such as the characters, stories or topics.
reading circles for little ones and

homework clubs for older children. Love 4. Ask your kids to talk to you

your library. Take advantage of the free  about what they’re reading.

reading and story-time programs and Ask what it's about and what is most
visit often to take out books. Check out  enjoyable about the book. Ask your kids
the Edson Public Library for information  to describe it to you.

about programs being offered.

4. Games can be great learning

tools. Board games or card games like

word bingo or memory and rhyming

cards can be a fun way to learn about Source ~ www.ontario.ca/abc123
words, letter sounds and reading.
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The Christmas Concert Committee extends heartfetiks to all students,
parents, and staff for making our Christmas Corsmgch a great success.
We couldn’t have done it without you!

$$+ , $ ! $ !
Greetings Parents,

On December Tthe staff of Vanier Community Catholic School atted a
professional development opportunity which presgthe fourth and fifth of the Nine
High Yield Instructional Strategies being investaghthis school year. These
strategies werelomework and Practice and Nonlinguistic Represeritas.

Research orlomework and Practicestates the following:

- Regular homework in elementary school leads tmarease of 2 to 6 percentile
points.

- Two main purposes of homework are practice arggmation or elaboration.
- Teachers communicate amount of homework to stsden
- Teachers assigning homework should comment tonsitudents.

The amount of homework assigned to students shmuttifferent at all levels.
Elementary schools should do some homework to dpwgbod study habits. Students
need to be aware of different purposes-homeworkifactice should be on content
which students have high degree of competencyesodh not practice mistakes.
Practice of new content should be spread out awer. While practicing, students
should adapt and shape what they have learned.

Research ohlonlinguistic Representationstates the following:

-Explicitly engaging students in the creation ohlileguistic representations
stimulates and increases activity in the brain.

-Nonlinguistic representations should elaborat&mowledge.

Practicing this strategy in the classroom wouldude the creation of graphic
representations, for example mind-maps, and web&irld physical models,
generating mental pictures, drawing pictures aotbgraphs, engaging in kinesthetic
activities, and explaining and justifying visuapresentations for deep understanding
are other elements that would be evident in a ass that implements this strategy
on a regular basis as well.

Staff then met in grade groupings. They plannesiles together using these
strategies to enhance their teaching in our foces, &ocial Studies. A great day was
had by all.
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20 Ways to Live Outside the Box (This includes Bémputers, Video games)

Actively Enjoy Our Winters!!

. Turn the TV off when no one is watching.

. Go tobogganing.

. Act out a story or song.

. Play shinny at the hockey rink near you.

. Remove the TV set from the bedroom.

. Play indoor mini golf.

. Try a new winter activity...snowboarding, curling.
. Learn to juggle.

. Make every Saturday Screen Free.

10. Snow bowling.

11. Build a snowman or make a snow angel.

12. Build an indoor fort with couch cushions.

13. Move the television set(s) to less visible tmzs.
14. Make every Wednesday a Walking Wednesday.
15. Take a hike! Enjoy the trails in and arounddfds
16. Bundle up and go fly a kite.

17. Organize a game of “snow pitch.”

18. Place “Do Not Turn On” signs on the screertsoate.
19. Go to Hornbeck Cross Country Ski Trails.

20. Turn the television and computer off and gévat!

OCO~NOOUITDE WNPE

The average Canadian child and youth spends mane2B hours a week
watching television. How much time do you spenttamt of the television or
computer?

id3you know?

Snowshoeing burns 378 calories per hour and alsogthens the
guadriceps and hip flexor muscles.

Cross country skiing burns 377 calories per houtentroviding a
full body workout.

Snowboarding burns 283 calories per hour whilengfiteening the
guadriceps and calf muscles.

Alpine skiing burns 283 calories per hour and siteens the
guadriceps and hamstring muscles.

Winter Scavenger Hunt

Look for these winter nature items when you arexsmmeing, skiing, or walking

in the woods.
-your breath -birds -pinecones
-trail signs -dried berries -dried leaves
-animal tracks -evergreens -bird nests
-cattails -icicles -squirrels
-trickling water -snow drift -other active people
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Please ensure that your children are
dressed appropriately for the weather
conditions. Although it may warm up
later in the day, the mornings can be
cool. They should be coming to school
with mittens, toques, warm jackets, ski
pants and the proper footwear.
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Nut Allergy: In our school we have a few childmaith a severe allergy to peanuts ¢
nuts (anaphylaxis). This is a medical conditicat tauses a severe reaction to specific
foods. Although this may or may not affect yourldisi class directly, we want to inform
you so that you may choose to send foods with ghbild to school that are free
peanuts or nut products. Thank you for your coatp@n and understanding regarding
this matter.

/

Pleasaake a moment to check the Lost
and Found Box for lost articles.
Remember that it is important that you
label all of your children's belongings as
this makes it much easier to return and
retrieve lost items.

Scent Allergy: We have a staff member who hasvarseallergy to scents. Reaction to
these scents may cause severe headaches, shoftbhessth, dizziness, nausea, loss of
concentration and the cumulative effect on the body require hospitalization and a
prolonged recovery time.

The best way that we can help ensure the safayrathildren and staff is to prevent
sending any items that contain peanuts or pearitgrbn our children’s lunches and
shacks, and to refrain from wearing products s@chaay, Axe and perfumes, as they are
the worse offenders. Thank you for your help witis tzery important matter.
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Thank you to everyone for all the gifts  There are still a few 2008~2009
and goodies at Christmas. Your yearbook available for purchase at a
generosity is very much appreciated.  cost of $12.00 each. Please see
Needless to say, we enjoy Mrs. Fogarty for more information.
everything!!
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Vanier is excited to welcome back St. Albert baaetr, artistic director and
writer, Maureen Rooney to conduct her LA (LanguAges) Improv residency with
our grades 5 and 6 students. In LA Improv, MaufiReaney leads students through
interactive improvisation exercises. While havinigteof fun, students practice
listening comprehension, storytelling, and preg@nzaskills. The residency began
Monday, January"4and will conclude on Friday, Januar¥. 81aking the most of
Rooney and Punyi’s visit to Vanier, we kicked dfétweek with The Rooney Punyi
Reading Show for K — 3. The Kindergarten and gradiasses also took part in
Bedsheet Theatre sessions.

Parents of students in 5B, 5H, 6M, and 6W/T wewgad to watch the Improv

Showcase on Friday, January 8th. Each class wi# hao performances in their
homeroom: one from 1:45 — 2:15 and the other frats 2 2:45.

48 ($ '%3( $ 5+60)()
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Make a Snowflake
http://snowflakes.barkleyus.com/

Games for Winter
http://resources.kaboose.com/gamesg/o
nline_winter_games.html
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Hello to all Parents and Guardians,

Once again, our Christmas Raffle was a BIG suct¥¥s! would like to thank
everyone who donated items, purchased items, amghibdickets in support of
our fundraiser. Also, thank you to all of the P.AEXecutive for putting together
the beautiful baskets. Tmeoney raised from the raffle will be used to suppwariety
of school field trips and activities.

We still have some Z5Anniversary Bears for sale. They can be purchasée school
office for $15.00 each.

Remember to do your M&M Meat shopping on the tfAitdirsday of each month as 1!
of your sales come back to our school.

Our next meeting will be on Friday, January"#6 2:00 p.m. in the school office.

Many thanks to the parents for being so involvethwur PAC, and being present at
Vanier this school year, your contribution is phkess and helps make a difference in the
lives of our students. Your presence and involvarpeovide a great model for our
children, who truly benefit.

The Parent Advisory Council
& 2

Candyce Lipus ~ Sweet Tooth / Coffee Break
Don Szutiak ~ Mom Basket

Geoff Barron~ Pasta / Cooking Basket
David Olchowy ~ Christmas Basket
Colby Carter~ Kids Basket

Madeliene Nystoruk~ Family Basket
Carol Eichhorn ~ Dad Basket

Tanya Parrish ~ Jewelry

Pearl Herbert ~ Allan Harrison Print
Evan Chung ~ Roaster

Garth Fawcett~ Roaster

Lloyd Cooper ~ Dinner Basket
Patricia Olchowy ~ Angel Set

2,

Varier has a new website! This site will allow our sohto manage and update
website content regularly and will give us anotmeans of communication with parents.
The website will help keep parents informed abgaoming events and activities. There
will be links to school documents, monthly newsett photo albums, and many useful
resources for student and parents. www.vaniercamiyaatholicschool.ca
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We are now sending 90% of our newsles via «mail, and thereforhave decidethat
each month we will randomly draw names from oud8ti Record System. This way,

all of our students will have the opportunity todmected to enjoy lunch with our
Principal and Assistant Principal.
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ST. JOHN BOSCO
PRAY FOR US
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