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Happy Easter to all!  In April we usually enjoy warmer weather and lengthening hours of 
daylight.  The word Easter means “passage”, a passage from death to life, from sadness to 
joy, and from darkness to light.  It is a celebration of Christ’s Resurrection from the dead 
to re-open the gates of heaven. What a time to rejoice!  In celebrating Easter, we have 
renewed our faith and remembered and celebrated the life of Jesus Christ.  Enjoy April as 
it provides the hope and renewal that comes with spring. 
 

A SPRINGTIME PRAYER  

 

God, spring is such a beautiful  
time of the year. 

Everything is new and alive! 
The trees and flowers bloom, 

And there are ducklings, calves and baby chicks being born. 
It is really a season of hope and new life. 

Thank you for giving us spring and for its powerful message. 

 
Happy Easter! 

 
 Mrs. Churchill    Mrs. Melnyk 
      Principal            Assistant Principal 
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April brings us to our last term of Kindergarten. This month we will have a visit from 
Emergency Services.  The 911 staff will give us a presentation and students will get to 
practice making a 911 call.  We will also explore the insides and outsides of a fire engine, 
ambulance, and police car. We will get to meet and talk to police officers, fire 
men/women, and ambulance workers. The children and teachers always find this an 
informative and interesting adventure. 
 
Our next pizza and bake sale will be on Friday, April 16th.  Please come out and help 
deliver pizza. Each student needs to bring 15 individually wrapped treats to sell. 
 
Money for your chocolate fundraiser is due now.  Thank you to everyone for all your 
hard work!   
 
Please check your class newsletter for up and coming field trips. 
 
                                                                                           Mrs. Pede              Mrs. Tarr 
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 School Theme 2009/2010       “Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies” 
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                               Talk About Books with Your Children 
 
     Talking about the books you read is as important as reading them. Discussing  
     a story or a book with your child helps your child understand it, and connect it  
     to his or her own experiences in life. This practice also helps enrich your child's  
     vocabulary, and allows them to delve into the 5W’s of the book or story.  
     Here are some suggestions to help your child build skills in comprehension,  
     reasoning, and critical thinking: 

·  Ask your child about the kinds of books he or she would like to read. 

·  Talk to your child about your favorite books when you were a child, and 
share them. 

·  Encourage your child to ask questions and to comment on the story and 
pictures in a book – before, during, and after reading it. 

·  Look at the cover and the title of a book with your child, and have them 
predict what they think might happen in the story. 

·  Use questioning throughout the story to help encourage your child to think 
aloud about the story as they read it. 
                                                                                          ~ Betty Churchill 
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                                         What to Read and Do 
 
Tell and re-tell stories of all kinds including favorite stories, fairy tales, movie  
plots, local news items and family history. 
 
• Play games such as “I spy... something beginning with d”. 
• Ask your child to read out simple recipes while you cook together. 
• Read comics, magazines, short stories, poems and rhymes. 
• Do crosswords & other word puzzles together. 
• Read the TV guide before watching a program. 
• Look at letterbox leaflets together. 
• Read directions and signs when driving and shopping. 
• Read and write notes and letters to family members. 
• Play board games together and read the rules. 
• Provide plastic letters, crayons, pencils, pens and writing paper. 

 
      source~https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/languagesupport/reading/read_english.pdf 
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I believe . . .  I give . . .  What do we believe?  What can we give?  Justice, peace, 
solidarity, the Earth is sacred, sharing the earth's resources in a peaceful and 
sustainable manner that benefits everyone and respects the human rights of all and the 
right of people to have control over decisions that affect their lives and communities - 
these values are fundamental to our Catholic faith and to the work of Development 
and Peace.  Clean drinking water, organic farming, gaining land to grow 
food, rebuilding after the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile, education, fair mining 
practices - these are some of the projects Share Lent money funds. 

 
Sent by the Lord am I: my hands are ready now 

to make the earth the place in which the kingdom comes. 
The angels cannot change a world of hurt and pain 

into a world of love, of justice and of peace. 
The task is mine to do, to set it really free.  

Oh, help me to obey: help me to do your will. 
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During the Season of Lent, our students and staff stepped up to raise money for the 
Development and Peace Share Lent Campaign. We recently completed the Share 
Lent Puzzle Fundraiser, on display in the main foyer. Our grade 6 students also 
sponsored a school sock hop around the theme “We Believe, We Give. Share Lent”. 
All proceeds from the dance went to Development and Peace.  
 
We are proud to provide follow-up and inform everyone that the efforts of our 
Vanier family yielded a whopping $2,304.48 for Development and Peace.  
Our students proudly presented a cheque to Mr. Landa during his recent visit.   
Check out our school website for more information and click the “Multimedia”  
link to view a digital slideshow of Mr. Landa’s presentation. 
 

 

 

 



Had a Busy Day? 
Family Meals Help Us  

Re-Connect 
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Why Physical Activity Everyday? 

Enhance Learning – Moving more, often, helps circulate blood, oxygen and 
nutrients to increase the brains ability to learn. 
 

 Strengthen The Heart – The heart never gets any sleep. It beats about 100,000 
times a day and pumps a total of 32,000 litres of blood over 19,000 km through your 
body. This amazing machine needs vigorous physical activity to keep it running 
smoothly. Think of these activities as a tune up for your heart. 
 

 Strengthen Bones and Muscles – Activities like running, jumping, and 
climbing help to strengthen the 206 bones and 650 muscles in the body. Healthy muscles 
and bones work like a team to improve posture and balance and protect the body from 
injury. 
 

 Achieve a Healthy Weight – Physical activity helps you to burn fat more 
efficiently. The more active your muscles are the more fat-burning enzymes your muscles 
develop. 
 

 Improve Self-Esteem – Participation in physical activity increases confidence, 
the ability to cope with stress, and improves self-esteem. Trying new physical activities is 
a great way to meet new friends and have fun!!!! 
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 ·  Eat more nutritious foods. 
·  Perform and behave better at school 
·  Enjoy greater vocabulary 
·  Observe their parents modeling healthy eating 
·  Understand their family’s values and traditions 
·  Deepen their sense of belonging and security 
·  Are less likely to smoke, use drugs, drink or attempt suicide 
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 ·  Tend to eat more vegetables and fruit and fewer fried foods 
·  Drink less pop 
·  Get more important nutrients such as calcium, fiber and iron 
·  Save precious family time because the family only prepares one meal 
·  Have the opportunity to model healthy eating to their children 
·  Save money by eating out less often 
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April 1st, Holy Thursday 

Mass at 7:00 pm 
Adoration from 8:30 pm to Midnight 

 
April 2nd, Good Friday 

Adoration from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm  
 

Good Friday Service at 3:00 pm 
 

April 3rd, Easter Vigil at 9:30 pm 
(There will be a Reception in the Hall 

after the Vigil) 
 

April 4th, Easter Sunday Mass  
 10:00 am at Sacred Heart Church 

11:30 am in Marlboro 
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�As the weather gets warmer, parents, 
please send an extra pair of pants, socks, 
etc. with your child.  Puddles attract 
kids! 

 

#	������ �+	��� �
�Please take a moment to check the Lost 
and Found Box for lost articles. Please 
remember that it is important that you 
label all of your children's belongings 
as this makes it much easier to return and 
retrieve lost items. 
 

.������� �
�The Annual Pitch-In Week in Alberta is April 19th to 25th, 2010.  Vanier will again 
participate in cleaning the area around the school.  Pitch in will occur during the week of 
April 19th to 22nd. Firm dates to be announced.  
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The First Communion Retreat will be held on Sunday, April 25th from 1:00pm – 4:00pm. 
The Sacrament of First Communion will be celebrated on Mother’s Day, May 9th, 2009 
during the 10:00am Mass.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the Sacrament of First Communion, please contact 
Aline @ 780-723-3661.You will need to register your child, purchase and complete the 
workbook prior to the retreat. Please note: your child must have received the Sacrament 
of First Reconciliation (Confession) in order to be eligible for the retreat. 
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Vanier will receive 10% of the specified sales at M&M Meats on the 3rd Thursday of 
every month until June. In order for us to get the sales, the consumer must specify that 
they are shopping for Vanier on our School Day.  If not, we will not receive the proceeds 
from the sale!  It’s a great way to raise money for the students to help with field trips, etc. 
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�To encourage summer reading, Vanier will be hosting a second Scholastic Book Fair. This 
great event will be held on May 18, 19, and 20 in the Eagle’s Nest from 8:30 - 4:00. At 
this time the students will be given a $5 coupon to be redeemed at this Book Fair only. As 
always, we need volunteers to help make the Book Fair possible. If you would like to help, 
or if you have any questions, please contact Maureen at the school library at 780-723-6612. 
See you at the Fair! 
�
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Confirmation classes are well under way.  We have almost 50 students preparing for the 
celebration of Confirmation on May 15th. During this special time, let us keep these 
students in our prayers as they make this very special journey in their faith development. 
 
             Confirmation Retreat will be on Friday, April 23rd. Time to be arranged. 
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ST. JOHN 
BOSCO 

PRAY FOR US 
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�March Winners:    
Taylor Haland in Grade 1K 
and Ethan Tobin in Grade 
4/5M. Congratulations!! 

�
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�If you are interested in registering your child in Kindergarten for the 2009/2010 
school year, now is the time!!! We offer two Half-Day Programs (morning/afternoon) 
and one Full Day Program (Tuesday and Thursday).  Contact the school office for 
more information (723-6612) and for registration forms. 
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This year several of our Vanier Students will be participating in the Yellowhead 
Rotary Arts Festival, April 16th to 30th. Our Grades 1K, 1SK, 2K, 3M, 4/5M and 4G 
classes have entered their selections in the Coral Speech category, while grades 3C 
and 5H have entered the Visual Arts category. Their artwork will be on display at The 
Red Brick during the festival. The Vanier Vocal and Hand Bell Choirs are also 
looking forward to their upcoming performances. Additionally, some Vanier students 
have entered short stories in the Creative Writing category, and a number of others 
have entered as solo performers in piano and voice. Please remember to check out our 
school website for information regarding the performance dates and times. 
Information will also be available at yraf.com.  
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The staff and students at Vanier would like to acknowledge all of our volunteers. 
We appreciate very much the time and effort you give to the school. We could not 
do it without your “Caring and Sharing.” 
 
        If kind words were canvas, and good deeds were colors,  
                             you would have created a great work of art. 
                   But with your kind words, and with your good deeds,  
                          you’ve made volunteering a true work of heart. 
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Nut Allergy:  In our school we have a few children with a severe allergy to peanuts 
and nuts (anaphylaxis).  This is a medical condition that causes a severe reaction to 
specific foods. Although this may or may not affect your child’s class directly, we 
want to inform you so that you may choose to send foods with your child to school 
that are free of peanuts or nut products.  Thank you for your cooperation and 
understanding regarding this matter. 
 
Scent Allergy:  We have a staff member who has a severe allergy to scents. Reaction 
to these scents may cause severe headaches, shortness of breath, dizziness, nausea, 
loss of concentration and the cumulative effect on the body may require 
hospitalization and a prolonged recovery time. 
 
The best way that we can help ensure the safety of our children and staff is to prevent 
sending any items that contain peanuts or peanut butter in our children’s lunches and 
snacks, and to refrain from wearing products such as Tag, Axe and perfumes, as they 
are the worse offenders. Thank you for your help with this very important matter. 
 

 

Labeling belongings helps to keep them from becomin g 

part of our ever-growing ‘Lost & Found’ Department . 
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Greetings Parents,  
 
On March 19th the staff of Vanier Community Catholic School attended a professional 
development opportunity which presented the seventh of the Nine High Yield 
Instructional Strategies being investigated this school year. This strategy was Setting 
Objectives and Providing Feedback. 
 
Research on Setting Objectives and Providing Feedback states the following: 
  
- Instructional goals should not be too specific. 
 
- Students should be encouraged to personalize the teacher’s goals. 
 
- The most powerful single modification that enhances achievement is feedback. 
 
- Feedback should be “corrective” in nature. 
 
- Feedback should be timely in nature. 
 
- Feedback should be specific to criteria. Criterion referenced feedback tells students      
  where they stand relative to a specific target of knowledge or skill. 
 
- Students can effectively provide some of their own feedback. Student’s can identify  
  areas in which they want help or feedback to focus on where they need to improve. 
 
Instructional goals narrow what students should focus on; setting a goal focuses 
student’s attention to such a degree that they ignore information not specifically related 
to the goal. 
 
Staff then met in grade groupings. They planned lessons together using these strategies 
to enhance their teaching in our focus area, Social Studies. A great day was had by all. 

 

 

 
Living Waters Catholic School Regional Division is pleased to present their new 
website and new websites for all schools. Students, parents and community members 
will be able to access online news, events, homework, athletic and extracurricular 
information, photos, videos and more! We appreciate your feedback as we embrace 
this new medium in an attempt to increase the awareness between families and the 
school! http://www.livingwaters.ab.ca/Contact.php  
 

 

The Vanier Community Catholic School website is being 
updated on a daily basis and is a great place to go to find 
out what is happening at our school. Our site gives us 
another means of communication with our parents. We 
are working hard to keep everyone informed about 
upcoming events and activities. Please take some time to 
check us out @ www.vaniercommunitycatholicschool.ca 
where you will find links to school documents, monthly 
newsletters, photo albums, videos and many useful 
resources for student and parents.  
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